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AcTts XXIV. 14. 


But this T confeſs unto thee , that after the way 
which they call bereſie, ſo worſhip T the God of 
my Fathers, believing all things which are writs 
ten in the Law and the Prophets. 


N . the beginning of this 
j Chapter we find St. Paul 
brought to his Tryal before 
Felix the Roman Governour, 
wherein (it weonly except 
the unfitneſs of the Judge ) 
all other things concurred, which could 
make ſuch an action conſiderable, wiz. the 
greatneſs of the cauſe , the quality of the 
perſons, and the 5kill which was ſhewed in 
the management of it. The caule was not 
common and ordinary, ſuch as were wont 
to. be tryed before the Governours of Pro: 
vinces , but of an unuſual and publick na- 
B 3 rure; 
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AR. 18.15- ture ; nota queſtion of words and names, as Gallig 


Ver« I. 


Yer. 2, Jo 


thought it, but of a matter of the higheſt im- 
portance to the world : which being ma- 
naged by St. Paul, with that zeal and indu- 
ſtry, which was agrecableto it, gave occa- 
ſion to his malicious Countreymen to ac- 
cuſe him before the Roman Governour, as 
one guilty of Faction and Sedition. Under 
this colour, they hoped eaſily to gain the 
Governours good will to their defigh ; being 


a perſon that more regarded the quiet of 


his Province , than all the concernments of 
Truth and Religion. Bur that this delign 
might be carried on with the greater pomp 
and ſhew of Juſtice and Piety, they þ not 
commit the care of it to the rage of the 
people, or ſome furious Zealots ; bur the 
High Prieſt and ſome members of the Sans 
hedrin go down on purpole from Hieruſalem 
to (ſarea, and carry with them one of their 
moſt eloquent Advecates called Tertullus to 
manage the accuſation againſt Paul- Who 
was no ſooner called forth, but the Orator 
begins toſhew his art, by a flattering inſ- 
nuation, which is moſt apt to prevail with 
men of mean and corrupt minds; Seeing that 
by thee, ſaith he , we enjoy great quietneſs, and 
that rvery worthy deeds are | a8 unto this Nation 


by 


] 


(3) 


by thy providence ; we accept it alwayes and in all 
places, moſt noble Felix , with all thankfulneſs : 
Having thus prepared his Judge, he preſent- 
ly falls upon the matter , and charges 
St. Paul with being a peſtilent and (edirious Ver. g,6. 
perſon, a diſturber of his Nation in all 
parts, a prophaner of the Temple ; but the 
main point of all, and in which the reſt 
were comprehended, was, that he was aring- 
leader of the Seft of the Nazarenes. (So the 
Chriſtians were then called among the 
Jews,from our Saviour's abode in the Town 
of Nazareth.) But although the Writer of 
this Hiſtory gives us only the ſhort heads of 
his accuſation, yet we may eaſily ſuppole 
by St. Pauls anſwer , that he inſiſted more 
largely on this , than-on any of the reſt: 
r - tir to Felix , © Thar when the 
« Jewiſh Church had been ar firſt eſta- 
© bliſhed by God himſelf under Laws of 
** his own making, when he had ſo ſerrled 
© the ſeveral orders and degrees of men 
* among them , that the Prieſts lips were -t0 Mal. 2.7. 
© preſerve knowledge , and the Law to be ſought 
© at their mouths ; when under this Govern- 
© ment, their Religion had been preſerved 
« for many hundreds of years, and: after 
© many reyolutions they enjoyed :one.com- 
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© mon and publick Worthip among them, 
* though there were leveral diſtinct Orders 
© of Religious men (Auch as the Phariſees 
« and Eſſens ) , yet all agreed in the ſame 
* Divine Worſhip , but now ar laſt to their 
« great regret and horror appears one Jeſus 
* of Nazareth, a perſon of obfcure-paren- 
« tage and mean education, who pretend- 
*ed to diſcover many corruptions in the 
*« doctrine and practices of our beſt men; 
* and without any Authority from the High 
* Prieſt or Sanhedrin he gathered Diſciples, 
* and drew multitudes ot people after him; 
© till atlaſt the wiſdom of our Governours 
* thought it fit ro take him off, and make 
* him an example for Reformers , ' notwith- 
* ſtanding this, his bold and forward Diſci- 
* ples after his death carried on the ſame 
" og pretending that the time of Reforma- 
* tion was come ; and accordingly have form- 
ed themſelves into a Se&, vigorous and 
* active, of high —_ and dangerous 
it continues and increaſes 

anend in nothing ſhort of the ruine of 

© our antient Jewiſh Catholick Church, which 
© hath had ſo conſtant and viſible a Succeſ- 
fionin all Ages; that hath had ſo many 
'* Martyrs and Confeſſors in it ;- ſo many 
bf * Deyour 
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© Devout and Religious Perſons as the Phas 

© riſees are; ſo excellent an Order and Go- 

- *yerment, ſo much unity and peace before 

© this new Sect of Nazyrenes aroſe in oppo- 

* ſition to that Authority with which God 

© had inveſted the High Prieſt and Rulers of 

*the People. And among all the pro- 

© moters of this new Sef, there is none more 

1< fatious and buſije than this Paul whom we 

* here accuſe; and whom ſome of our Nation 

* found in the Temple profaning of it , and, there 

* we would preſently out of meer zeal to 

* our Religion have taken and deſtroyed ; 

© but he was violently reſcued out of our 

«* hands, and ſent hither to be tryed; and 

theſe things, which I have ſpoken, is the 

« ſenſe of all thoſe who are come down as 

©« witneſles ; for ſo we read, v. 9. And- the 

Jews alſo aſſented and ſaid, that theſe things were 

fo. St. Paul being thus acculed, and having 

leave given him to an{wer tor himſelf, was 

fo far from being daunted by the greatnels ver. 16. 

of his enemies, or the vehemency. of their 

accuſation, that he tells the Governour, that 

he did with all cheerfulneſs undertake his 

defence: and there being two parts of his 

accuſation , 1. His tumultuous and profane 

carriage inthe Temple , this he utrerly de- 
C nies, 
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nies, ©. 11, 12,13. and plainly tells chem, 
they can-never prove it againſt him. 2. Bur 
as tothe other and main part of the Charge, 
his being a ringleader of the Seft of the Na- 
zarenes ; although he would not , out of 
his great modeſty, take upon himlelt to be 
one of the Heads or Chick among them, yet 
as to the owning of that way , notwith- 
ſtanding all the imputarions they had caſt 
upon it, he doth it with the greateſt free- 
dome and courage in the preſence of his 
Judge and Accuſers ; and not only fo, but 
defends himſelf therein, that he had done 
nothing contrary to the Laws of God, or the 
moſt antient Religion of his Countrey: all 
which particulars are contained in the 
words of the Text ; But this T confeſs unto 
thee, that after the way which they call bereſie, ſo 
worſhip 1 the God of my Fathers , believing all 
thmgs which are written m the Law and the 
Prophets. 

Wherein we have theſe three things con- 
fiderable. 

1. The Imputation which Chriſtianicy 
ſuffered under in its firſt appearance : After 
the way, which they call hereſie. 

2. The Way taken by St. Paul to remove 
this falſe Imputation ; wiz; by appeal to 

Scripture 
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Scripture and Antiquity ; So worſhip 1 the 
God of- my Fathers , believing all things that are 
-xritten in the Law and the Prophets. 

3- The Courage of St. Paul in fo freely 
owning his Religion in the preſence of his 
greateſt enemies, and when they were in 
hopes to deſtroy him for it: This I confeſs 
wunto thee, that after the way, &c. 

1. I begin with the falſe Imputation which 
Chriſtianity ſuffered under ar its firſt ap- 

arance ; After the way which is called bereſie , 
the ſame Word: which is tranſlated Se#, 
v.5. andalthough the Word be indifferent 
in it ſelf, yet where it is taken for a combi- 
nation of men together againſt an eſtabliſh- 
ed Religion and Tawful Authority ( as it 
was by the Jews when they charged the 
Chriſtians under this name ) then it im- 
plies in it a twofold accuſation : 1. Of No- 
velry and Singulariry. 2. Of Fattion and 
Sedition. 

1. Of Novelty. ASe&or Hereſhie in this 
ſenſe implies in it, mens ſetting up with a 
new Dodrine which was not heard of be- 
fore; and making that theFoundartion of a 
new Society ſeparate and diftin from 
the eſtabliſhed Church , and conſequently 


they muſt charge the Church they are di- 
C 2 vided 
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vided from with errors and corruptions, 
or they make themlelves guilty of Schifm, 
ji. e. unneceſſary ſeparation. Now upon 
theſe two grounds the Jews laid the impu- 
tation of a New Set upon the Nazarenes or 
(hriſtians, 1. Becauſe they could not ſhew a 
viſible ſucceſſion in all Ages : 2. Becauſe 
they could not prove the Jewiſh Church to 
be guilty of ſuch errors and corruptions as 
to need a Reformation. | 

1. They could not ſhew a Succeſſion in 
all Ages of ſuch perſons who agreed in all 
rhings with them. © For where ( ſay 
they.) were the men to be found in for- 
© mer Ages , that taxed the Jewiſh Church 
* with ſuch errors and corruptions as Jeſus 
* of Nazareth did that bid men beware © 
© the leaven of the Scribes and Phariſees , 
© ze, of; the moſt learned and. holy men. 
© Had not God alwayes a Viſible Church 
* among them ? they could produce the 
* names of their High Prieſts in every Age, 
*andſhew them all the marks of : Viſible 
* Church: For in Judah was God known, and 
© bis Name was great in [[rael. Hath not God 
* ſaid, that in his Houſe at Hieruſalem be would | 


7* © put his Name for ever , and his eyes and his heart 


* ſhould be- there perpetually * How 1s it then 
| * poſſible 
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* poſhble but there muſt be a conſtant and 
« viſible Succeſſion in all Ages? ſince God 
* would _— have a people to dwell 
© among ; and that might be men to be 
© his people by the outward marks and 
* ſigns of a true Church. Bur if the Chri- 
© ſhans pretences held good, God muſt for 
« ſeveral Ages have wanted a Church 
* amongſt them. For none of thoſe things 
* which they charged the Jews with, were 
© newly crept in among them, but had been 
* delivered down to them by the Tradition 
* of their Fore-fathers, in an uninterrupted 
© manner , as they thought, from the very 
© time of Moſes. This was their Rule 
© whereby they guided themſelves in their 
« actions of Religion, and in the ſenſe of 
« obſcure places of the Law and the Pro- 
« phers; and in that time afterthe ceſlarion 
« of Prophecy , when the Chriſtians ſup- 


on poled thele corruptions to have come in 


« among them, they could draw down a 
© conſtant Succeſſion from the men of the 
* great Synagogue , of perſons eminent 
* for Learning and Piety thatnever charged 
*chem with any ſuch corruptions as 7eſws 
« of Nazareth and his Diſciples did. Would 
« God ever lufter ſuch. dangerous errors, 

C 3 © bypo- 
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* hypocriſie, and ſuperſtitions to prevail in 
«his own Church, and raiſe up no Per 

© {ons to diſcover thele things, till thele 
new Teachers and Reformers arole ? 
© Were not Hillel and Shammat that fo accu- 
© rately diſcuſled all the niceties of the Law, 
*able to find out ſuch groſs and. open 
© corruptions, if any ſuch had been among 
©us?* Might not we ſay, that not only the 
© Teachers , but God bimſelf bad ſlept all 
* that time, if he railed up no one Perſon 
© to diſcover the coming in of ſuch errors 
© and corruptions 2 Where had God then 
* any true Church in the world , if not 
« among his people vf the Jews ? And 
«© would he Ces that to be overſpread 
« with ſuch a Leproſie, and ſend none of 
© his Prieſts to diſcover it ? And even by 
« the confeſſion of tht Chriſtians them- 
* ſelves, they were once the beloved and 
*choſen people of God, how or when was 
©*it that they ceaſed' to be ſo > Donot 
«themſelves acknowledge, that they re- 
*ceive the Law and the Prophets from our 
« hands? And that to us were committed the 
© Oracles of God, and that to us pertained the ado- 
© ption, and the glory , and the Covenants, and 
'* the giving of the Law, and the ſervice or 

'C 
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© and the promiſes, and that ours are the Fathers * 


* How is it then poſſible after all theſe pri- 
* viledges, to ſuppoſe this Church to fall 


< into {uch a degeneracy, as art laſt to be caſt 


© oft by God, and a new Church to ariſe out 
* of the aſhes of it * Thus we may reaſo- 
nably {uppole the Jews to have argued for 
themſelves, and on the other ſide, they 
trampled upon and delpiled thisnew Se of 
the Nazarenes, © That had nothing of the 
*Pomp and Splendour of their Church : 
*they had only a company of mean and il- 
© literate perſons at firſt trojoyn with them ; 
* the Diſciples of their Maſter were a forr 
* of poor Fiſhermen and incon(iderable per- 
© ſons, men of no Authority, or reputation. 
* for extraordinary Sanctity or Learning : 
*even their Maſter himſelf was one of no 
«oreat ſeverity of Tife, that did nor retire 
©« trom the world,and lead an abſtracted life, 
© but conyerſed with Publicans and Sinners, 
*and put not his Diſciples upon Faſting and 
«Jong Prayers; whereas the Phariſees were 
© men of great auſterity and mortification, 
* much exerciſed in devotion, making fre- 
* quent and long prayers, at certain hours; 
*and in whatever place thoſe hours took 
*them. Now how is it paſlible to _ 

| that 


(n) 
&© that ſuch devout perſons as theſe are mi- 
&« taken, and the Set of the Naxgrenes only 
© ja the right? But beſides all this, Where 
© was their Chuich before Jeſus of Naxa: 
*reth? Weoffer to produce a perſonal ſuc- 
© ceſſion on our (ide, that joyned in con- 
« ſtant communion with us at the Temple 
<« at Hieruſalem ; let the Chriſtians ſhew any 
«< number of men before themſelves, that 
« joyned with them in believing what they 
* do, and rejecting the abuſes which they 
© tax among us: it they cannot dothis, let 
*them then ſuffer under the juft impurati- 
'< on of Novelty. 
2. But ſuppoſing they do not think itne- 
* ceſlary to aſſign 8 number of men di- 
*ſtin& from our Society, but fay it # 
* enough that though they joyned with 
them in the worſhip of God , yet they 
* did not in their corruptions : yet to vindi- 
"cate themſelves, they muſt ſhew how it 
*-was poſſible for ſuch corruprions to come 
in, and no more notice be taken 'of 
*them: Such things could not be intro- 


& duced without ſome notable alreration , 


. *and in ſuch a one, theauthor, the time, 


| JOUR place, the manner may be aſligned: 


*Wecan tell, ſay they , all theſe circum- 
** ſtances 


| 
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« Rances in the Idolatries of Jeroboam , Abab, 
* and Manaſſeh ; if ſo great alterations have hap- 
©*ned inthe ſtate of our Church, that there is a 
* neceſſity of reforming it ; name us the per- 
* ſons, the time, the place, the manner how all 
* theſe corruptions came in. When came men 
* firſt to forlake the letter of the Scripture, and 
* adhere to Tradition? Who firſt brought in the 
© Phariſaical Superſtitions > What was hisname, 
* where was his abode, who firſt oppoſed and 
* condemned him ? Wereall men by thento 
«ſuffer ſuch alterations, and to {ay nothing art 
* all againſt them? What, could one Crenera- 


«tion conſpire to deceive the next ? and if not, 


* how could ſuch changes happen in mitters 
© of Religion, and no onetake care to diſcover 
*it and prevent the infecting of poſterity by it ? 
« Had no perſons any regard to God and the 
© purity of Religion then ? If they had, would 
* they ſuffer ſtrange fire ro come upon Gods. 
&« Altar, and take no notice at all of it? Why did 
© not Jeſus of Nazareth, when he ſo frequently 
* and vehemently declaimed againſt che Phart- 
© ſaical hypocriſie and ſuperſtitions, and falſe 
« Doctrines, ſhew to the people, when, and 


| <where , and how thele things came into 


* the Church of God 2 He only condemns them, 
* and ſpeaks ſharply againſtthem, bur he {aich 


* not one word to fatisfe the Scientifical men 
D * among 


(14) 
© among them, how it was poſſible for corrupti- 


* onstQ come in,and prevail to ſuch a degree,and 
«yetno circumſtances of time or = be a(- 


* lignable of ir. Thus the Jews ſtill believed 


_themſelyesto be the only true, antient, viſible Ca: 


tholick and #ifallible Church of God, and deſpiſed the 
poor (hriftians, as a novel and upſtart Sef# of 


 Naxarens ; which is the firſt imputation the 
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Chriſtians ſuffered under. 

2. They ſuffered underthe imputation of Fattion 
and Sedition; which is the ſecond thing implycd in 
the name of Sett or Herefie here mentioned ; and 
that they charged upon them two wayes. 1. For 
not ſubmitting to the Churches Authority.z.For 
diſturbing the peace andquier of the People. 

1. For not ſubmitting to the ( hurches Authority : 
net, that the Diſciples. of our Lord did out of 
humour, or fancy , or only to. make. a patty, 
break with the Jews in matters. meerly of order 
and indifferency : no, on the contrary we find 
them extreamly cautious of giving any offence 
in ſuch matcers, which temper they learne of 
their Lord and Maſter, who.complyed with.ma- 
ny things, that others naight not take advan - 
tage by his omiſſion of them , to. ſlight and 
contemn them ; thus. when others were bap- 
tized of John, he wouldibe {o.to0; not; thathe 
had any need of waſhing away ok fin : but he 
would not make uſe of a. particular priviledge 

tO 
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to bring any diſcountenance upon 4 general 
duty. Thus we ſee, he went up atthefolemn 
Feaſts to Hieruſalem as others did ; and not only 
was preſerit in the Temple, but vindicated by a 
Mitacle the order and' decency of it, by drivin 
out the buyers dhid ſellers from the outward parts © 
it, although they had a fair prerence of being 
ready at handeo ſetve the neceſſities of ſuch as 
were to ſactificero God in the Temple; nay, 
St. Mark tells us, that hz would not ſuffer any veſſel 
to be carried through the Temple * and this he did M%*1116 
not upon any reaſoh peculiar to the Levitical 
Law, but becauſe it was a Houſe of Praye?. And 
this example his Apoſtles followed, who after 
they had the Holy Ghoſt poured upott them, yet 
they attended the Tem f at the hours of pray- Ads. r. 
er. Butmoſt retharksble to this purpoſe, 1s the 
inſtance of St. Paul at that very time when he 
was ſeized __, and like to be deftroyed. by 
the fury of the Jews. For, underſtanding at 
Hieruſalem from St. James , that there were many a, ,.. - 
thouſands of believing Jews that were ſtill zealous of 20, 21, 
the Law, and were infotmedthar St. Paul among 
the Gentiles lighted circumncfior and the Levitical 
Cnftoms, he to give them all reafonable (atis- 
faction that he intended to make no unneceſ- 
fary breach among them about indifferent 
matters, ſubmits himſelf ro a legal purification 
inthe Tefnple for ſeven dayesrogertet . before Ver. 7. 

| $ '. ws 
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(16) 
the end of which, the Jews made a tumult and 
ſeized upon him, and io he was brought to an- 
ſwer the accuſations againſt him in this Chap- 
| ter. Thus careful St. Paul was to give no 
- ground for ſuſpicion that he delighted in diſor- 
ders and ſeparations; this example hedid leave 
ro all prudent Chriſtians, rather ro ſubmit to 
| | things which they have no great value for ( as 
if no doubt at this time Sr. Paul had very lictle for 
| the Levitical Cuſtoms ) than to hazard the breaking 
the peace of the Church for ſuch marrers. 
But notwithſtanding all this care of the firſt 
Chriſtians, they could not avoid the imputartion 
of Fattion ; becauſe they would not entirely 
ſubmir their judgements to the Authority of the 
Jewiſh Church. For this was the great pre- 
rence they ſtood upon, that they were the Go- 
vernours of the Church by Gods own inſtitution, that 
they were to explain and interpret the Law and 
the Prophets ; and this was expreſled in the be- 
ginning of their Law , That m all caſes of diffi- 
culty they were to go up to the place which the Lord their 
D:ur.17. 8; God ſhould chuſe ; and to go to the Prieſts, and the Le- 
9, 10, 11, vites , and to the Judge, and they ſhall ſhew thee the 
wn ſentence of judgement.; And thou ſhalt do according tothe 
entence which they of that place ( which the Lord ſhall 
chuſe ) ſhall ſhew thee, and thou ſhalt obſerve to do 
according to all that they inform thee ; and the man that 
will do preſumptuouſly, and will not hearken to the 
| Prieſt, 
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Prieſt, (that ſtandeth to miniſter there before the Lord 
thy God) or unto the Judge, even that man ſhall dye, 
and thou ſhalt put away the evil from Iſrael. Upon 
this place, they might certainly much berter 
eſtabliſh the infallibility of their own Church, 
than others draw an argument for Infallibiliry 
in the Chriſtian Church from it. However, 
abſolute obedience would ſerve their turn, to 
charge the Chriſtians with Fattion,in not ſubmit- 
ting to their Authority. ** For, was not this a 
© matter of difhiculry, whether the Meſſias were 
*to be a temporal Prince or not? concerning 
* what time, andplace, and perſon the Prophe- 
*cies were to be underſtood > Who were the 
* competent Judges in this caſe,but thoſe whom 
* God had eſtabliſhed by his Law ? If the Scribes 
* and Phariſees were charged with falſe gloſſes, 
*and corrupting the Law by their Traditions, 
* the Chriſtians were not to take upon them- 
« ſelves to judge of them; but ro.appeal-to 
«the High Prieſt and the Sanhedrmm, who were 
© the. only lawful Judges in thele marters ; 
© Their duty was ſubmiſſion and patience ; but 
* by no means ought they upon their own 
* Authority to begin a new Church, and to 
* broach new Doctrines directly contrary to the 
** judgement of the High Prielt and Sanhedrin ; 
*yea, after they had , pronounced Sentence 
* againſt Jeſus of Nazareth, and condemned him. 
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*to death ; and excommunicated his follow- 
**ers, and punithed as many as they could get 
** into their power; what could .it ( in their opi- 
* nion) be 2 the Spirit of Faction and difo- 
*bedience thus to oppoſe the -Authotity of 
*their Church, in believing contrary to its de- 
*crees, and reforming without any power de- 
*xrived from it 2 We ſee in our Saviours time 
how ſeverely they checked any of the people 
who ſpake favonutably of Chriſt and his Do- 
arine ; As though the poor ignorant people 
were fit to judge of thete mattets ! to under- 
ſtand Prophecies, and to know the true Meſſias, 
when! he ſhould appear! And therefore when 
ſome of their Officers that had been ſemtxo ap- 
prehend htm,came back with admiration of him, 
and (aid, Never man ſpake like this man, they take 
rhem up ſhort and tell them, They muſt believe as 
the Church belteves ; what, they rake upon them to 
judge of ſuch matters! No, they mult ſubmir 
to their Governours : Have any of the Rwlers, or 


Jch.7. 46, Phariſees believed on him ? but this people which know 
4748, 49 not the Law are curſed. i e. When they fer uptheir 


ARs 4:7 


own judgement in oppoſtrtion to the Authority 
of the Church. And after our Saviours death 
at 2 ſolemn Council at Hrernſalem, when Peter 
and John were ſummoned before them , the firſt 
Queſtion they asked was, By what power, or by 
what name have ye done this? They never enquired, 
whether 
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whether the Miracle were wrought or no, or 
whether their 'DoCtrine were true; all their 
Queſtion was about their Miſsion, whether it 
were ordinary or extraordinary; or what au- 
thority they could pretend to, that were noc 
tent by themſelves; nn2 let the things be never 
ſorrue, which they ſaid, if they could find any 
flaw in their Miſsion according to their own 
Rules and Laws, this they thought ſufficient 
ground to forbid them to preach any more, and 
ro charge them with Faction if they diſobeyed. 

2. They charged the Chriftians with Fattion in 
being fo attive and bufie ro promote C hriſtianicy 
to the great diſturbance of the Jews in all parts. 
This 1ertwllus accuſed St. Paul of, that he was a 
mayer of ſedition among all the Fews throughout the 
world ; and accordingly the Jews at Theſſalonica 
rake the Chriſtians by force and carry them to 
the Rulers of the Ciry, crying , Thoſe that have ,q,,., 6 
turned the world upſide down are come hither alſo. T his 
they knew was the moſt effeftual courſe to ren- 
der them odious to all Governours, who are apt 
to. futpect all new things. as dangerous, and 
think no truth can compenſate the hazard of 
alterations. Thus it was eſpecially among the 
Roman Governours,, who had learnt from the 
counſel given to Auguſtus, tobe particularly jea- 
lous of all innovacions in — and had 
much, rather the people ſhould continue quier 


under 
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under an old error, than have the peace diſturb- 
ed for the greateſt Truth. This was really the 
greareſt diffculry in the way of Chriſtianity, ir 
came no where, but people were poſlcſled be- 
fore hand with quite other apprehenſions of Re- 
ligion, than the Chriſtians brought among them. 
The Jewiſh and Pagan Religions were in pol- 
ſefſionin all places, andthe people were at caſc 
in the practice of them. What then muſt the 
Chriſtians do ? Muſt they let them alone and 


not endeavour to convince them of the truth of 


their own Dodrine? If fo, they are unfaithful 
co their truſt, berrayers of truth, and falſe to the 
Souls of men: if they go about to perſwade 
men out of their Religion , they know, ſuch is 
the fondneſs moſt men have for their own opi- 
nions, eſpecially in Religion, that where they 
might hope to convince one, they might be 
ſure te enrage many; eſpecially of thoſe whoſe 
intereſt lay in np", the old Religion. How 


little doth Reaſon ſignifie with moſt men, where 


Intereſt is againſt it ! Truth and falihood are 
odd kind of Metaphyſical things to them, which 
they do not care to trouble their heads with 
þut what makes for or againſt their Intereſt, is 
thought ecafie and ſubſtantial. All other mar- 
ters are as Galtio ſaid, queſtions of names and words, 
which they carenot for; but no men will ſoon- 
er offer to demonſtrate a thing to be falſe, than 

they 


- 
* _— A ———})/ſo_\_———— act. 


« 
4 —, Wo me > —— 


(21) 

they who know it to be againſt their intereſt 
to believe it to be true. This was the caſe of 
theſe great menof the Jews that came down to 
accuſe Paul; they eaſily ſaw whither this new 
Religion tended, and if it prevailed among their 
people, farewell then to all the Pomp and Splen- 
dour of the High-Prieſthood at Flieruſalem, farewell 
then to the Glory of the Temple and City whither all 
the Tribes came up to worſhip thrice a year ; 
farewell then to all the riches, and caſe,and plea- 
ſure which they enjoyed': And what was the 
greateſt Truth and belt Religion inthe worldto 
them, in compariſon with theſe > Thele were 
fufficient reaſons to them to accuſe Truth it 
ſelf of deceiving men, and the molt peaceable 
Doctrine of laying the Foundation of Faftion 
and Sedition. Thus we have conſiderd the falſe 
imputations which were caſt _ Chriſtianity 
at firſt, implyed in theſe words , After the way 
which is called berefie. 

2.{ now come tothe way taken by St. Paul to 
remove thele falſe imputations, which he doth, 

1. By an appeal to Scripture, as the ground 
and va 4 of his faith, Believing all things which arc 
written in the Law and the Prophets. 

2. By an appeal tothe beſt and pureſt Anti- 
quity, as to the obje&t of Worſhip; So worſhip 1 
the God of my Fathers not bringing inany new Reli- 
gion, but reſtoring it to its primitive purity. 

E 1. By 
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1. By an appeal: to Scripture as the ground and rule 
of bis faith. The Jews pleaded Poſjeſrion Traduti- 
on, Authority of the preſent Church :. againſt all theſe 
St. Paul fixes upon a certain and unmoveable 
Foundation , the Law and the Prophets. He doth 
* Not here inſiſt upon any particular revelation 
made to himſelf, bur ofters the whole matter in 
diſpute to be tryed bya common Rule that was 
allowed on both ſides. And his meaning is, if 


they could prove that he either aflerted, or did 


any thing contrary to the Law. and the Prophets, 
then they had ſome reaſon toaccule him of in- 
novation, or beginning of a new Se&t, but if the 
foundation of his doarine and practice lay in 
what theniſelves acknowledged to be from God, 
then they had no cauſe to charge himwith in- 
croducing anew Sett among them. 


But the great Queſtion here is, © What ground. 


*©.St. Paul had to decline the Authority of the preſent 
© Cburch ? Since God himſelf had appointed the 
* Prieſts to be the interpreters of the Law; and 
* therefore in doubtful caſes reſort was to be 
"* made tothem ; and not the judgement left ro 
* particular perſons about the ſenſe of Scri- 
*pture ; and yet in this caſe jt is apparent 
St. Paul declined all Authority of the preſent 
Church, for at that very time the High-Prirfts 
and Elders came down to accuſe him, and he takes 
not the leaſt notice of their judgement in this 

| matter, 
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matter. Tſhall therefore now ſhevw that St. Paul 
had very great reaſon ſo to do, and to appeal 
only to Scripture. 

1. Becaulethe Authotity ofthe preſent Church 
was more lyableto error and miſtake, than the 
Rule of Scripture was. 

- 2. Becauſe it was lyable to more partiality, 
than that was. | 
' 1. Becauſe it was more lyable to error and mis 


ſtake, than the Rule of Scripture was. It was 


agreed on. both ſides, that the Law was from 
od, and that the Prophets ſpake by the inſpiration 
of the Holy Ghoſt; all that was now left was only 
to find out the true meaning of them, and to 
compare Prophecies with events. As inthe caſe 
of the Meſfias, if the circumſtances foretold by 
the Prophets had their exa&t accompliſhment in 
Chriſt, az might appear to thoſe _ carefully 
compared them ; If he were born at Bethlehem, of 
9To be Judah, when the Scepter was departed from 
it, arid during the ſecond Temple, and all other cir- 
cumſtances agreeing ; then though the ordinary 
judgement concerning true Prophets belonged to 
the Sanhedrin, yer it was far more reaſonable to 
believethar chey were miſtaken , than thar all 
the Prophecies ſhould be accompliſhed in a per- 
{on that was not the true Meſſias. For thoſe Pro- 
phecies were nor intended only for the Priefts - 
and Rwlers, but for directions to the People, thar 
$4 E 2 they 
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they might be able to judge of the opti 
ment of them: otherwiſe when the Authority of 
the Jewiſh (burch condemned our Saviour,the Peo- 
ple could have no reaſon to believe him to be 
the Meſsias; if they were bound inthe ſenſe of 
Scripture to ſubmit their judgement wholly to 
the Churches Authority. Ir is plain then, that 
the ſenſe of Scripture may be ſo evident to pri- 
vate capacities, that they are not to ſubmir 1n ir 
to the preſent Authority of a Church. For norwith- 
ſtanding all the promiſes made to the Jewiſh 
Church, and the command of ſubmitting to the 
fentence of their Prieſts and Rulers, in a marter of 
the higheſt concernment, wiz, concerning the 
true Meſsias, men were bound to believedirecatly 
contrary tothe preſent Authority inthe Church. 
For the people were bound to believe (hriſt to 
be the true Meſsias ; although the High Prieſt and 
Elders had condemned him for a decerver and male» 
fattor. But beſides this particular caſe, there 
may be ſeveral others wherein men may law- 
fully reject the Authority of the preſent Church , and 
thole are, when that Authority ſhall go aboutto 
overthrow thoſe things which muſt be ſuppoſed 
antecedent to. the belief of any ſuch Autho- 
rity : As, 1. The common tenſe of man- 
kind. | 2, The force of a divine Law. 3. The. 
liberty of judgement concerning truth and 


falſhood. All theſe muſt neceſlarily be ſup- 
| poſed 
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poſed before any Authority of a Church ; but if 
any Church goes about to overthrow theſe, ir 
thereby forfeits its own Authority over men. 

1. If it requires things contrary to common 
ſenſe; as in that inſtance wherein ſ6me of the 
Tewifh Rabbies required ſubmiſſionto their Autho- 
rity, Viz; in believing the right hand to be the 
left, or the left to be the right, if they determi- 
ned ſo, or ſuppoſing the Jews to have re- 
_ the people to deny that they ever 

aw any Miracle wrought by Chriſt, or. in 

the Miracle of the Loaves, that what they ſaw 
and handled, and taſted, to be bread was true 
bread; or to ſay, thatthe ſame individual body 
might be ina thouſand places ar once, or that 
things whoſe nature it is to be in another, can 
ſubliſt. without their proper ſubje&t ; whar 
Church ſoever requires luch things as theſe from 
its members to be believed, gives them juſt rea- 
ſon to reje& its Authority, 

2. If it requires things contrary. to the force 
and reaſon of a divine Law : asthe Jews them- 
ſelves would have acknowledged, if any Autho- 
rity among them had gone abour either to.have 
le. out - the ſecond Commandment, or made it 
lawful co give Religious worſhip to Images, un- 
der any diſtinctions whatſoever : or if the Prieſts - 
had taken away from the people their ſhare in 
the ſacrifices, under prerence of the unſgnttified 

E 3; teeth, , 
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teeth, or the long beards of the Laity, which were 
not fit to touch what had been offered in facrifice 
to God: But ve need not put cafes among them, 
for our Saviour therefore bids men have a care of 
the leaven of the Scribes and Phariſees, becaule by 
their traditions they made the Commandment of God of 
none effett : as in their Corban, it they made a vow 
to God they thought themſelves excuſed from 
relieving their Parents; and in this way our Sa- 
viour generally deals with them , ſhewing that 
though they pretended to keep the letter of the 
Law ; yet by their corrupt additions and falfe 
gloſles they overthrew the ſcope and defign of 
It: which he thonght fufficient reaſon to reject 
their Authority ; and therefore when he bids 
his Diſciples, obſerve and do whatſoever the Scribes 
and Phariſees bid them , it muſt be ſuppoſed to þe 
only while they keep to thelerter and reaſon of 
the Law'; for if he had intended an abſolute 
obedience, he would never elſewhere bid his 
Diſciples beware of their Doftrine. 

3. If it takes away all liberty of judgement 
concerning truth and falſhoodin Religion. For 
this is a natural right which every man hath to 
judge for himſelf : and they that take this away, 
may as well command all men to put out their 
eyes, that they may better follow their Guides. 
Butthe other is ſo much worſe, becauſe it is an 


aſſault upon our underſtandings, it is a robbing 
us 
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us of the greateſt talent God hath committed to 
our Management, it is a rape upon our beſt fa- 
culries, and profticuting them to the luſts of Spi- 
ritual Tyrants ; it is not captivating our under: 
ſtandings to the obedience of faith , but en- s 
flaving them to the proud and domineering u- 
{urpations of men ; wherein they woulddoby us 
as the Philiſtins did by Sampſon ; they would put 


. our our eyes, that we might grind intheir pri- 
ſon, and makethem ſport. I wouldnot be mi- 
ſtaken, ir is the liberty of judgement I plead for, 


and not of practice; that may be juſtly reſtrain- 
ed by the Laws of the Church, where the other 
is allowed; becaule: the obligations to peace 
and unity are different from thoſe to faith and 
inward aſſent. And that no abſolute ſubmiſſi- 
on of judgement could be required by the Law 
of Moſes, notwithſtanding the command of out- 
ward obedience in the caſes mention'd, Det. 
17. 8, 9,<c. ismoſtevident from hence, becauſe 

_ thatLaw makes proviſion for a ſin-offering in caſe Lev. 4+ 13+ 
the whole ( ongregation of I{rael fin #brough ignorance, 
' and the thing be bid from the eyes of the Aſſembly, or 
Supream Council , and they have done ſomething 
againſt the commandment of the Lord : which had 
beena Law made to no purpole, if it had been 
impoſſible for their chief Authority to have er- 
red or been miſtaken in their judgement. From 
hence we ſee St. Paul had great reaſon to appeal 
trom 
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from the High Prieſt and Elders to the Law and the 
Prophets, becauſe they were ſubject to errour and 
miſtake, but theſe are nor. | 
2. Becauſe the Law andthe Prophets are leſs liable 
to partiality, than a living Judge, or the Authori- 
ty of the preſent Church. | have oft-times won- | 
.dered to wi men ſpeak ſo advantageouſly of a 
living Judge, before an Infallible Rule, in order- to 
the end of Controverſies. If all they mean be 
only that an end be put to them no matter how, [ 
confeſs a living Judge in that caſe hath much the 
advantage,but {o would any other way that per- 
{ons would agree upon, asthe judgement of the 
next perſon we met with, or Lottery, or any 
. ſuch thing ; but if we would have things fairly 
examined and heard, anda judgement given ac- 
cording tothe merits of the cauſe, the cafe will 
be found very different here from what it is in 
civil cauſes. For here the Judge muſt be a party 
concerned, when his owa Authority and inte- 
reſt is queſtioned; and ]yableto all thoſe paſſi- 
ons which men are ſubject toin their own cales. 
Which will be notoriouſly evident in the caſe 
before us, between the Fligh Prizſt and Elders on 
one (ide, and St. Paul ontheother : They plead- 
ed, that if any difficulty aroſe about the ſenſe of 
the Law, it belonged to them to judge of it 
St. Paul declines their judgement, and appeals 
only to the Law and the Prophets : had it been rea- 
ſonable 


. 
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ſonable in this caſe for Felix to have referred the 
judgement to them who were the parties ſo 
deeply concerned ? A living Judge may have 
a great advamayge over a bare Rule to put an 


end to controverſies ; but then we mnlt ſup- 
e impartiality in him , freedom from pre- 


| judice, an excellent judgement, diligence and 


me in hearing all the evidence, and at 
aft delivering ſerxence according to the ſenſe 
of the Law; if any of theſe be wanting , the 
controverſic may foon be ended , but on the 
wrong fide. I ſappoſe none of thoſe who 
would have controverfies in Religion ended 
by a living Judge, will for ſhame ſay, they 
would have them ended right or wrong ; 
if they would have Truth determined , the 
muſt give us affurance, that theſe Judges ſhall 
lay aſide all partiality to their own intereſts , 
all prejudice againſt their Adverſaries , ſhall 
_ ſearch, and examine, and weigh the 
evidence on both fides, and then ſhall derer- 
mine according to the true ſenſe of the Law. 
How likely this is will apprat by the living 
Judges in our Saviours time ; Was there ever 
greater partiality ſeen than was in them, or 
more obſtinate prejudice, or more wilful ey- 
rors, or a more malicious ſentence than came 
from them in the cauſe of our Lord and Sa- 
viour 2: They would not belicye his _ 
F cles, 
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cles, though. told them by thoſe that ſaw thenn; 


when they ſaw them , they would not be- 


lieve .they. came from God , bur attributed 


them-to the. Devil ; they would not lo much as 
enquire. the true place of his Nativity , but 
ran on {till with that wilful. miſtake, that he was 
born in. Galilee , and by this they thought to 
confound Nicodemus preſently ,, Search and look, for 
out of Galilee ariſeth no Prophet. If they had ſearch- 
ed and looked themſelves , they would have 
found, that Chriſt was born in Bethlehem, and 
not in Galilee, But where men are ſtrongly pre- 


judiced, any thing ſerves for evidence and de- 


monſtration-; whereas all the arguments on 
the other {ide ſhall be deſpiſed and contemned. 
How captious. were. they . on all occaſions ro- 
wards our Saviour, lying in wait to entrap him 
with queſtions, to pervert his words, and draw 
blaſphemy our of the moſt innocent expreſſions? 
And when. none of all theſe things could do, 
they uſe all the wayes of fraud, malice and in- 
juſtice.to deftroy the Saviour of the world as a 
Malefator and Blaſphemer.. Was nor. here 
now a mighty.advantage,yvhich the Authority of 
the preſent Church ameng the Jews of that.time 
had, above the guidance a - the Law andthe Pro- 
phers? And the knowledge St. Paul had of the 
ſame temper: being,in them fill. might juſtly 
make him decline their judgement, ge 

only. 
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only tothe Law and the Proph:ts, for the ground and 
Rule of his faith. 

2. For the object of bus worſhip, he appeals tothe 
beſt Antiquity, I m_ the God of my Fathers. 4. e. 1 
bring no new Religion among you, but the very 
ſame in ſubſtance with that which all the Jews 
have owned , {o ſome render 7p Terpwp 3: Deg 
Patrio, the God whom all my Brethren acknow- 
ledge,bur he rather underſtands it of the ſameGod 
that was worſhipped by Abraham, and Iſaac, and 
Jacob, quem majores.noſtri coluerunt ; {o St. Peter in 
his preaching tothe people concerning the reſur- 
retionof Chriſt,toavoid the imputation of No- 


yelty, ſaith,the God of Abraham, and of Iſaac, andof AR 3. 3. 


Jacob, the God of our Fathers hath glorified his Son Je- 
ſus; and againto the Sanbedrin he {aith, the God of 
our Fathers raiſed up Jeſus ; and St, Paul, the God of our 
Fathers bath choſen thee ; in the uſe of which exprel- 
fions they purpoſely declare that they had no 
thoughts f bringing in any new Religion amon 

them, contrary to what God had of old declared 
tothe Patriarchs. The main things in which 
the Jews objected innovation tothem, did either 


concern the bringing.in ſome new doctrine, or . 


the reformation of corruptions among them. 
1. For their doctrine; that either concerned 
* the Meſsias, or a future ſtate. For the doctrine of 
the Meſsias it was as antient as the records of any 
revelation from God were. It was the great pro- 
2 mile 
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miſe made to the Putriarchs long before the Law 
of Moſes, and even Moſes himſelf-fpeaks of him, 
as Sr.Steven proves to-them,, and Danid,and {faiah, 
and Jeremiah, and Exekiel, and Damel, and Micah, 
and Malachi,as the Apoſtles at large prove in their 
writings. Why ſhould this then be accounted any 
new. doerine which they alt belicved and re- 
ceived? If the Queſtion be only whether Chrift 
were thar Meſs+45 or no ; for thar,they deſire no- 
thing, more than the teſtimony of the Law and: 
the Prophets, and the Miracles wrought by him ; bua 
they had no reaſonto quarre} with thera upon 
their belief, for ſuch an alreravion of the: flare of 
things which theraſebves believed muſt be-where 


' the Meſ$as came; forin him notonly the Nation 


A#526.6, before Agrippa he ſaith, Au ow I ſhand and am judged 


» 


of the Jews, but all the Nations of the earth were to be 
bleſſed, which: was incenſiftene with ſuppoſing, 
the-Ceremonial Law re-continue in ies ferce and! 


_— ; being particularly fuiredco one peo-. 


ple lying within tuch a compals as they' mrght 
threetimes a year attend upon the ſervice inthe 
Temple at Hiersſalem. Iftheir quarrel was;con- 
cerning a future ſtate, as though that were-a new 
doctrine, St. Paul adds in rhe next Verke, that them- 
ſelves alſo allow, that there ſhall be arcſurrefion of the 
dead both of the juſt and the unjuſt. And in-is defence 


7+ for the hope of the promiſe made of God unto our Fathers, 


unto which promiſe our twelye Tribes-wnſtantly ſerving God 
day 
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day end night bope ta come. So thatthe Apoſtle pro- 
duces Antiquity, {mverſality and (Conſent in bi 
Fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian Religion, 
only a late bufte and Polnick Fattion of the Sad- 
ducees oppalce this doctrine ; but why ſhould 
cheir oppoſition ſignifi any thing againlt ſo full 
a ffreams runming down from the firſt and pureft 
Antiquity 2 Thus much for the poſitive part of 
their Linh anddeftcins / 
2. For the negative part , or the reformation of 
abufes end corruptions no them, this was $.Pauls 
plea; Let then thew where the God of our Fathers 
unpoſcd.any of: thoſe heavy burdens which the 
Sc! tbes and Pharifces place ſo much of their Re- 
lgjpe i. What ground is there inthe Law and the 
Prophees:, for the Pharilaical Superfticions, and 
Vows, and. fevernies to rl in fetching 
bloodand:knocking their heads agaiaſt the walls, 
and different. garbs and drefles to appear more 
holy une: men., with, many other cuſtoms of 
theins, the obſervation of which was made ſo 
greas 2 part of the: Religion of their devoureſt 
men? And it 15.a ſtrange thing they ſhould think 
i impoſlible: ſuch rhings ſhould come in among 
them, withouc great norice being taken of it ; for 
although ſudden and violent changes maay have 
all; the.cixcumitances known, yer it is not to be 
expecaed in more inſenfible& gradual alrerarions. 
A mag may tell when a violent Feaver (cizedup- 
E 3 on 
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on him and inflamed his blood, but he cannot do 
ſo by a HeRtick or a Conſumption ; mult he 
therefore believe himſelf well, becauſe he cannot 
te]l the punctual time when he fell fick. We may 
eaſily deſcribe the circumſtances of a Landflood 
which overflows the banks, and bears all before 
it, bur we cannot do {o by the coming in of the 
Tide, which ſteals 1n ſecretly and inſenfibly,znd 
no man can aſſign the place where the falt and 
freſh water firſt mix together. Superſtition is a 
He&tick Feaver to Religion, : it by degrees con- 
ſumes the vitals of it, bh comes on in{enſibly, 
and i; not eaſily diſcovered till it be hard to be 
cured. Arfirſt, it may be ſome devour but in- 
diſcreer men made way for it,' who love to find 
out ſome Modes of devotion different fromithe 
reſt of the world, which are greedily embraced 
by ſuch who admire and follow them ; this ex- 
ample taking, another begins and ſers up for a 
more refined way than the former ; : and fo the 
deſign ſpreads, till at laſt true piety.and goodneſs 
be twallowed up by ſuperſtitious fopperies. 
Which is the moſt probable account of all the 
Phariſaical corruptions; ſome of whoſe obſer- 
vations might be begun at firſt withagood mind, 
and by the devout perſons of that time;but after- 
wards, every one that: had a {owrer lookand a 
worle nature than ordinary ,, thought ir not 
enough to follew the example of others, but like 
a great 
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a great Phyſician he muſt have his Noſtrum's,ſome- 


; thing of his own finding out, anew garb, or ce- 


remony,or poſture of devotion, whereby he may 
be taken notice of, and admired for his ſanctity. 
Thus thar fardle of ſuperſtitious rites was ga- 
thered up among the Scribes and Phariſees in our 
Saviours time, whom he molt leverely upon all 
occaſions rebukes for their hypocriſte,in placing 
lo much of their Religion in them. And thus 
much for the way taken by St. Paul to vindicate 
Chriſtianity from the impurations of being a new 
Seft or Hereſie, by an appeal to Scripture and the 
beft Antiquity. 

- 3- There remains only, the freedam and! courage 
expreſſed by him in owning his Religion, noc- 
withſtanding thele falſe imputartions. ; But this 
confeſs unto thee, that after the way which 15 called: hes 
reſie,&c. He abhorredthat mean and bale-(pi- 
rited principle, which makesiclawful for men to 
deny. their Religion when it brings them..ihto 
danger ; heſtudiedno ſecretarts vg 
with his Adverſaries to ſecurehimlelt; he did nor 
decline appearing,though torhe hazard af his fs | 
in ſo juſt a cauſe. He valued his Religion beyond 
his own lafery, and regarded nor all the.calum- 
nies and reproaches of his enemies, as long as he 


made, this his conſtant exerciſe , to. kep, a' conſcience Ver. 16. 


waid of affertecb towards. God. and towards, men. And 
this he elſewhere.ſaith afforded him more inward 


2 Cor. 1. 
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comfort and ſatisfaction, than all the crafts and 
policy in the world could give him. For our re- 
Joycing is this, ſaith he, the teſtimony of our conſcience, 
that in fimplicity and godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſ- 
dom, but by the grace of God we have had our converſation 
in the world. There is nothing inſpires men with ſo 
much courage, as integrity and uprightneſs of 
mind doth; and ſuch perſons who have the com- 


 fortof that, havenot only better hopes as to ano- 


ther world, bur oft-times eſcape berrer as to this, 
than others do ; for even their enemies cannor 
but eſteem them : whercas the fawning, ſneak. 
ing and flattering hypocrite that will do or be 
any thing for his own advantage, is deſpiſed by 
thoſe he courts, hated by good men, | and ar latt 
tormented by his own conſcience, for being falſe 
to God and Religion. But we may ſec here in 
St. Paul a great inſtance of true Chriſtian magnans- 
mity ; he was ſenſible how great both the malice 
and quality of his enemies were ; he knew he 
was to an{wer before a Judge, that regarded no- 
thing either of Juſtice or Religion; yet he nei- 
ther flatters his Judge, nor berrayes any diſtruft 
of him : he doth not beſparter his enemies, nor 
diſcover any fear of them; bur with a modeſt 
freedom and manly/ courage owns the main 
part of their accuſation, and effcQually vindi- 
Cates his own #nnocency and' his Religion toge- 
ther. For even Felix limſelf, alrhough a man 

other- 
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otherwiſe very capable of being wrought up-- 
on by ſome bes.» of addreſs s of ko _ 
read, Yer. 26. yet the High Prieſt and the El. 
p ders with their eloquent Tertullus were forced 
{ to return as they came, and leave St. Paul under 
the name of a Priſoner, bur enjoying the conve- 
niencies of liberty, wer. 23. 

[ have now gone thorough all the parts of 
the Text, with a reſpe&t ro St. Paul and the 4«- 
thority of the Jewiſh (hurch, which was enga- 
| -  ged againſt him ; it may now be juſtly ex- 

efted that | make Application of what I have 

Faid to our own State and Condition. 7 hanks 

be.tro Good ,, we are not brought to ſuch a 

tryal as St. Paul was, we enjoy the liberty of 
+ ſpeaking for our ſelves and our Religion, and 

not-only ſpeaking for it, but profeſſing and 
owning it. And, may we ever do fs ! Burt 
we have buſie and reſtleſs Adverſaries abroad, 
the factors of the Fligh Prieſt and Elders at 

Rome , who have as much (pight and malice 

againſt us.,. as ever thoſe of Hieruſalem had, 

againlt St. Paul; and they have their Tertullus's. 
too, men of ar: and infinuation, and who 

manage their cauſe againſt us juſt as he did. 

againſt St. Paul , they charge - us with. bring-' 

ing .in new Sets under the pretence of Kefor-: 

mation ; or with reje&ing the Authority ot the 

preſent Church which we were bound to ey; 
0 an 
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and thereby laying the Foundation of Fattion 


'Snd Schiſm. "Theſe are heavy charges, bur 


they are no other than thoſe the High gar 
and the Elders made againſt St. Paul; andthanks 
be ro God, his Defence and Vindication 1s ours 
roo, for we appeal to Scripture and the beſt. 
and. pureſt Antiquity ; and. deſire tro be judged 
according to theſe. Theſe three things 
therefore I ſhall ſpeak to, before I con- 
clude. 

1. That the ſame realons which they pro- 

duce againſt the Reformation would have Feld 
again(t rhe ſpreading of Chriſtianity ar firſt. 
2. That the ſame Defence which St. Paul 
made for Chriſtianity will juſtifie rhe Refor: 
mation. 
. 3. That we have all reafon to follow the 
courage of St. Paul in.owning, and defending our 
Religion , notwithſtanding the ' imputations 
which are caſt upon it. 

1. That the bo reaſons which they. pro- 
duce againſt the Reformation would . have þeld 
againſt Chriſtianity ar firſt; Whar have all the 
clamours of our Adverſaries for above a hun- 
dred years come- to, but the very ſame which 
I have already mentioned as the Jews Obje- 
&ions againſt Chriſtianity, wiz, Novelty , and. 


Faftion * © Where was. your Church before 


the Reformation. 2 produce your ſucceſſion. 
: cc; 
$ ; in. 
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*in all Ages of perſons who agreed in all 
© things with you. Where were thoſe diſtinct 
** bodies of men who found fault with thofe 
'© corruptions that you pretend to reform ? 
*Our Church hath fad a conſtant and glori- 
* ous ſucceſſion of Biſhops, and Martyrs, and 
< Confeſlors, and Religious Orders of Men, 
* Virgins, and Widows. But ſuppoſing ſuch 
* a diſtin&t (ſucceſſion were not neceſlary , yet 
**{hew how it was poſſible for ſo ma- 
**ny errors and corruptions to come into 
*the Church, and no one take noticeof them 
© and diſcover them. Where was the watch- 
full eye of Providence over the Church all 
.* this while 2 What, all the. Paſtors aſleep 
* at once! or all contpiring together to de- 
© ceive their poſterity ! Beſides, how can the 
© Proteſtants ever anſwer their rejecting the 
.* Authority of the preſent Church which they 
© lived under? and to whom God had promj- 
© ſed his infallible Spirit > how can they clear 
. © themſelves from fa&tion and diſturbing the 
,< peace of the Chriſtian world , which lived 
in lo great unity and peace before 2, This 
.is the ſumm of their Objections . againſt the 
| Reformation, which are the very ſame we have 
. mention'd. before,, as produced by the Jews 
. againſt Chriſtianity, if rhe, argumeats, .. ate 
. good now, they. were (o then.,; if chey were 
| G25. : good 
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good then, for all that I can ſee the High Prieſt 


and Elders were in the right, and St. Paul in 
the wrong; if they were not good then, bur 
are now, {ome remarkable diſparity muſt be 
ſhewed between their cafe and ours; and that 
muſt lyc in ſhewing thele three things. 

1. Thar the Chriſtian Church hath greater 
infallibiliry promiſed than the Jewiſh had. 

2. That the firſt Chriſtians had greater rea- 
fon to reje&t the Authority of that Church, 
than the Reformers bad; as to the Church of 
Rome. 

3. That the Cauſes of corruptions in the 
Jewiſh Church , could not holdvin the Chrifti- 
an. But if none of theſe can be made 
good, 'then the caſc will appear to be the ve- 
ry ſame. | 

1. It cannot be proved that the (hriſtian 
( burch hath greater infallibility promiſed than 
the Jewiſh had. Of which we have this plain 
evidence, that one of the ſtrongeſt arguments 
produced for the infalltbility of the Chriſtian 

burch is taken from the Promiſes made to 
the Jewiſh, How often hath Dent. 17.8, 9, 10. 
been-made Uſe of to prove infallibility m the 
Chriſtian Church ? If they had any berter ar- 


; Suments int the New Teftament , would they 


ever run ſo far back to a Command that 
moſt evidently relates to the Jewiſh conftitu- 
130n 2 
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tion? Where hath ever God promiſed that he 
would dwell in St. Peters at Rome, as he did, 


that he would dwell in his Temple at Hier * 


ſalem ? What boaſtings and triumphs would 
there have been, if any ſuch words had been 
in the Goſpel concerning Rome , as there were 


of old concerning Hieruſalem , viz. that God had 2 Chron. 7, 


ſanftified it , that bis Name might be there for 
ever; and his eyes and his heart ſhould be there 
perpetually ? Whar pittiful proots1n compariſon 
of this, are all thoſe brought our of the New 
Teſtament for the Authority and Infallibilicy 
of the Roman Church 2 Wha are all the pro- 
miles of the Spirit made to the Apoltles, and 
remarkably accompliſhed in them, to- this 
plain promiſe of Gods particular preſence in 
that f une for ever} Suppoſe St. Peter had 
priviledges above the reſt of the Apoſtles ; how 


comes the entail ro be made to all: his tucce(- 


ſors, and only at Rome and no: where -elſe-? 


Where are the Deeds kept, that conram this 


this contelt > And yer we ſee in- the- Jewiſh 


Church where ſuch a gn was made to:a* 
u 


particular place, no 
was implyed in ir. | 

2. It cannot be ſhewed , that the firſt (hri- 
ſtians had greater reaſon to- reject. the Autho- 


rity. of the Jewiſh Church , than our Refors 
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«mers had to reje&t that of the ( hurch of Rome. 
I know here it will be fs laid, That the 


Apoſtles ſaw the Miracles of Chriſt, and wrought ma- 
ny themſelves, and received an immediate Compniſ$i- 
on from Jeſus ( briſt in whom the Churches Infalli- 
bility was then ſeated. All which I grant to be 
true in it ſelf, but- cannot be pleaded by them 
who contend for abſolute obedience to the 
prefent Churches Authority as infallible. My 
reaſon .is, - becauſe upon this principle they 
-conld not believe Chriſt to be the true Meſ$ias;; 
for his being the true Meſ$ias depended up- 
,on two things ,, Viz, the fulfilling of Prophecies, 
'and the truth of bis Miracles; now according to 
their principles, no mart<could be certain of 
either of theſe without the Authority of the 
Church , for the fulfilling of Prophecies de- 
pended upon the ſenſe of many obſcure places 
of Scripture; about which they ay there is 
a neceſlity of an infallible Judge ; and for 
Miracles, they tell us, that there is no certain 
way of judging rue and falſe, but by the 
Authority ofthe Church. Now if theſe # An 
be ſo, what ground could the farſt Chriſtians 
have to believe Chriſt ro be the true Meſsias, 
when in both theſe, they muſt oppole the Au- 
thoriry of the preſent Church ? 

3- They can never /prove , that the ſame 
cauſes of corruptions do not hold as o the 


Chri- 
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Chriſtian , which did as to the Jewiſh Church. 
For the (hriftian Church in thoſe Ages which 
we charge with introducing the corruptions, 
was degenerated mto greater Ignorance , Barba* 
riſm, Luxury and Superſtitim , than the Jens 

hurch in the time of irs darkneſs from the 
ceſſation of Prophecy till che coming of Chriſt. 
Our Adverſaries themſelves confels, that for 
a long time, there wasnothing either of Learn- 
ing or Humanity among them ; nothing bur 
= { and luxury, and ambition, and all man- 
ner of Wickedneſs among the Chief Rulers 
among them ; nay, even at Rome there was. 
a ſucceſſion of fatry of their Higb Prieſts, {o re- 
markable for their wickedneſs , that. Anas and. 
(aiaphas ( ſerting only afide their condeman- 
ing Chriſt) were Saints in: compariſon of 
them. And is it now. any wonder that ſuch. 
errors and) corruptions ſhould come. into that. 
Church, as thoſe we charge them-with 2 Nay, 
rather the greateſt Wonder ſeems to-be , thar. 
any thing of Chriſtianiry ſhould be. preſery- 
ed among them. Bur beſides the ſottiſbneſs of: 
thoſe times, we have many other cauſes ro- 
ailign of the corruptions introduced. among; 


them.; as, a (omplyance with Gentiliſm: in many: 
of their Cuſtoms and Superſtitions; AffeFation; 
of new-Modes of Devotion, among} indiſcreet. Zeas 


lots , Ambition and: conſtant” endeavour. to: ad+ 
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vance the Authority and Intereſts of the Prieſt- 
hood above all Secular Power; and when 
| for a long time thele had been garhering the 
rude materials together , then the Mooriſh Phi- 
loſophy happening to creep in among them , 
x 4 Monks _ ro buſi hams therein, 
and by the help of that, a little better ro gi- 
geſt that Maſs and heap of corruptions, and 
to ſpend the wit they had to defend. and im- 
prove them. 7% 
2. But againſt all theſe, we ſtand upon the 
ſame defence that St. Paul did : we appeal to 
Scripture , and the beſt and pureſt Antiquity. We 
pretend to bring in no new Doctrines, and. 
therefore no Miracles can be required of us; 
which the Apoſtles wrought to confirm Chriſts 
being the true Meſ$ias who was to alter thar 
State which God himſelf had once appointed : 
All that we plead for , is that the Religion 
eſtabliſhed by Chriſt may ſerve our turn, and 
that which is recorded by the Apoitles and 
Evangelifts ; to theſe we make our conſtant 
eal , and have the ſame reaſon to decline 
the Authority of the Koman Church , that 
St. Paul had as to the High Prieſt and Elders , 
when he appealed to the Law and the Prophets : 
Nay , we 2a ſomewhat more reaſon ; be- 
caule God had once appointed the High Prieſts 
and Rulers of the People among them , bur the 
| Supre- 
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Supremacy of the Roman (Church was a meer 
Uſurpation begun by Ambition, advanced by 
Forgery, and defended by Cruelty. But we 
do not only believe all that is written in*the Law 
and the Prophets, but we worſhip the God of our 
Fathers , of the Fathers of the firſt and pureſt Ages 
of the Chriſtian Church ; we are not only con- 
rent to make uſe of their Authority in theſe 
matters, but we make our appeal to them ; 
and have begged our Adverſaries ever fincc 
the Reformatien, to prove the points in diffe- 
rence between us, by the of mnt of the 
firſt (x hundred years; but from that timeto 
this , they are as far from proving any one 
point, as ever they were. 

3. What then follows from all this , but 
that we ſhould imitate St. Pauls courage in 
owning and —_— our Religion , not- 
withſtanding all the falſe impurations which 
are caſt upon ir. What a ſhame would ic 
be for us, meanly and baſely to betray thar 
Cauſe , for which our Anceſtors ſacrificed 
their lives 2 Is the Romiſh Religion any thing 
berrer than it was then ? Whar error in Do- 
Arine , or corruption in Practice have they 
ever reformed ? Nay, have they nor rather 
eſtabliſhed and confirmed them more 2 Are 
they any thing kinder to us than they have 
been? No. Notwithſtanding all their lace 

a H plea- 
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FEDIIP- pleadings for Evangelical Peace and (barity, they 
Cenſeience- Can at the ſame time tell us , That the Statutes 
Liberty, P+ againſt Hereticks are ſtill m force agamſt us , as 
230-247* .condemn:d Hereticks ; and we are nor (o dull , 
not to apprehend the meaning of that, wiz, 
that were it in their power they could law- 
fully burn us to morrow. And 1s not this the 
height of Evangelical Love and Sweetneſs * Who 
can but. admire the perſwaſivenels of ſuch 
arguments to Goſpel-meekneſs, and melt at the 
tenderneſs and bowels of an Inquiſition? Let us 
not deceive our ſelves; it 1s not the mean 
complyance of any 1n going halt way to- 
wards them, will ſerve their turn : there is 
no chewing their Fills, all muſt be ſwal- 
lowed together, or as good in their opinion 
to have none at all. For not only plain 
Hereticks, but the favourers and ſufpefted of He- 
Lindwoed Teſte are folemnly excommunicated every year 
Provinc. in the famous Bull of Cana Domini , and Lind- 
© Is By 4 1po1d their Engliſh ( anoniſt, tells us whom the 
p. 162.2. account ſuſpected of Hereſie , viz. All that 
ſhew common civility to Hereticks , or give Alms to 
them, or that once hear their Sermons. This laſt 
indeed hath been mitigated by a conſiderable 
party among them ; for notwithſtanding the 
oppolition of the Jeſuits in this matter, and 
feven Briey's obtained by their means from 
ſeveral Popes forbidding all Roman-Catholicks 
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to come to our Churches, yet the Secular 
Prieſts have contended for it as a thing law- 
ful for them not only to come to our Pray- 
ers, and hear our Sermons, but to partake of Yertws, 
our Sacraments roo. Which they may al- —_ 
low, while they hope to carry on their inte- 
reſt berter that way ; but if once, ( which 
God forbid ) the Tide ſhould turn with them, 
then the old Laws of their Church muſt pre- 
vail , and nothing will be: thought ſo whol- 
ſome as an Inquittion. Which it is ſtrange , 
their Advocates for Liberty of Conſcience , 
ſhould call only, Laws im (atholick Countreys Advec. for 
againſt Hereticks, and not Laws of the Church , £#% P:24- 
when there are extant above a hundred Bulls 
and SÞriev's of Popes eſtabliſhing , confirming, 
and enlarging the Inquiſition. Since then no /” Appens 
favour is to Ye expected from their Church rSeroay 
( for whatever they pretend, all the ſeverity Direttor. 
comes from thence, all the favour and mitiga- _— 
tion from the clemency and Wiſdom of Princes) 
Jet us endeavour to ſtrengthen our ſelves, by a 
hearty. zeal tor our Religion, and n{10g the. beſt 
means-to confirm and-:uphold it., And fince 
the ( bildren of this world are in their Generation wiſer. 
than the Children of light ; there are ſome things 
practiſed among them which may deſerve our 
imitation: and thoſe are, 
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1. A mighty Induſtry and Zeal in promo- 
ting their Cauſe ; they have leam'd of their 
Predeceſlors to compaſs Sea and Land to gain one 
Proſelyte. They inſinuate themſelves into all 
companies , ſtick at no pains, accommodate 
themſelves to all humours, and are provided 
one way or other to gratifhe perſons of all 
inclinations ; for they have retirement for 
the melancholy, buſineſs for the ative , idle- 
neſs for the lazy, honour for the ambitious, 
ſplendour for the vain, ſeverities for the ſowre 
and hardy , and a good doſe of pleaſures for 
the ſoft and voluptuous. It is not their Way, 
but their Zeal and Induſtry I propound to our 
imiration ; I know nor. how it comes to 
paſs; bur ſo it often happens, that rhey who 
are moſt ſecure of truch on their ſide, are 
moſt apt to be remiſs and careleſs, and. ro 
comfort themſelves with ſome good vid fay- 
ings, as Gad will provide, and Truth -will previd ©, 
though they lye ftill , and do nothing 'to- 
wards it; but certainly ſuch negligence is im- 
excuſable , where the maatrer is of fo preat 
1mportance , the Adverlaries '{o' many, and 
an account mult be given ſhortly in another 
world, of what men haye done' or ſuffered for 


their Religion mm this. 
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2. Submiſſion and Obedience to their Spi- 
ritual Governours ;- the. greateſt Rtrength of 
that prevailing Faction lyes in the cloſe union 
and coheſion of all the parts cogether, by a 
ſettled ſubordination of one to another , which 
though not alwayes efte&tual , yet the contri- 
Vance is ſo laid, as if there were as much Truth 


and Reaſon as Policy in it, cannot be deny- - 


ed to be fir for upholding the intereſt of a 
Church. But we pleadnox for their blind and 
abſolute obedience; bur ſure the Apoſtles had 
ſome- meaning when they bid-rhe Chriſtians 
obey- them- that had the: rule over them, .and [ubmit 
themſelves ,- for they watched for their ſouls , and 
eſteem them roery highly in love for their Works ſake: 
riot, be ready on all occaſions to reproach 
and conteran-them , and be glad of any idle 
ſtories wherewith ro beſpatrer chem. If men 
would once underſtand and practiſe the du- 
ties. of humility, modeſty-, :and lubmiſhon- to 
the” Government which "God hath: fer over 
us, we might. have grearer/ hopes ro-{coure 
the intereſt of our Church and Religion, than 


> without it we can-evev have. || For ſpiricual 
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3 Laing of differences among them- 
ſelves ; for although with all their care they 
cannor prevent them, yet they ſtill endeavour 
to extenuate them, as much as poſſible and 
boaſt of their Unity among ſtrangers to their 
Churches affairs. The great wiſdom of the 
(ourt of Rome lyes in this, that as long as per- 
{ons are true to them in the main points where- 
in the difference lyes, they can let them alone 
in ſmaller differences among themlelves; and 
not provoke either of the diſſenting parties, 
unlels they. are ſure to ſuppreſs them , leſt 
they give them occaſion to withdraw from 
their communion. They can allow different 
Rites and Ceremonies in the ſeveral Orders of 
Religion among them, and grant exemptions 
and priviledges in particular caſes; as long as 
they make them ſerviceable to their common 
intereſt by upholding and ſtrengthning them, 
Would'to God we could at laſt learnthis Wiſ- 
dom from our enemies, not to widen our own 
differences by inveterate heats, bitterneſs and 
animoſities among our ſelves; but to find our 
wayes whereby even the diſſenters in ſmaller 
things may be made uſeful for the maintain- 
ing the common intereſt of our Church and 
_ And it .is a vain thing in any to 
go about to ſeparate theſe ; or ever to hope 


. that 
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that the Proteſtant Religion can be preſerved 
among, us withbut upholding the Church of En* 
gland. For if once that Bullwark be demoliſh- 
ed, our Adverſaries will deſpiſe all the leſſer 
Sconces and Palliſado's , they will be but like 
Romulus his Walls, which they will eafily leap 
over at their pleaſure. I pray God then (and 
I hope you will all joyn with me in it) that 
he would vouchlafe to our Governours the Spi- 
rit of Wiſdom and Peace, to find out the moſt 
proper means for the eſtabliſhment of our 
Church and Religion ; and pray God give us 
alla Spirit of knowledge to underſtand the things 
which belong to our peace, and of Love and Unity 
to endeavour after them, 
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